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CHATFIELD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 2017 

 
Ministry Staff  

 

 
Pastor Mark Docken  
507-923-1696 
E-mail:docken.mark@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Nissa Peterson 
507-867-8010 
E-mail: nissachatluth@gmail.com  
  
Administrative Assistant 
Michell Hovelson 
507-867-4721 
E-mail:chatlutheran@gmail.com 
Office Hours:  8:00-3:30 
 
Website: 
www.chatfieldlutheran.org 
Facebook: Chatfield Lutheran 
Twitter: @chattyluthyouth 

 
February Highlights  

  
February 1st 8:00a Quilting 
 6:00p Confirmation meal 
 6:30p Confirmation  
February 2nd 6:00p International Meal 
February 5th 8:00a  Worship/Communion 
 9:15a  Sunday School 
 9:00a Annual Meeting 
 10:30a Worship/Communion 
February 7th 6:00p Stephen Ministry 
February 8th 8:00a Quilting 
  1:30p Mary/Deborah Circle 
 3:15p TMTôs 
 5:30p Youth and Family Committee  
 6:00p Confirmation meal 
 6:00p 7th Grade Group 
 6:30p Confirmation  
 7:00p Naomi & Sarah Circle  
February 9th 2:00p Prayer Shawl at Pastor Nissaôs 
February 12th Installation of Congregational Leadership 
 8:00a Worship/Communion/ 
  9:15a Sunday School/Adult choir practice 
 10:30a Worship/Communion 

 3:00p Tubing at )ÒÏÎ×ÏÏÄ 3ÐÒÉÎÇÓ  
February 14th 9:00a Esther Circle 
 All Committees meet 
February 15th 8:00a Quilting 
  6:00p Confirmation meal 
 6:30p Confirmation 
February 19th 8:00a Worship/Communion/Adult Choir sings 
 9:15a Sunday School/Adult Choir practice 
 10:30a Worship/Communion/Adult Choir sings 
February 20th 7:00p Executive Council   
February 21st 6:00p Stephen Ministry 
February 22nd 8:00a Quilting 
 3:15p TMTôs 
 6:00p Confirmation meal 
 6:00p 7th Grade Group 
 6:30p Confirmation  
February 23rd 2:00p Prayer Shawl 
February 26th 8:00a Worship/Communion 
 9:30a Sunday School 
 10:30 Worship/Communion 
 2:00p  Renew Synod Event 
 5:00p Pub Theology 
March 5th International Womenôs Day 
 

 

Sunday, January 29th 

Dedication Sunday 

 

Sunday, February 5th     

9:00am 

Annual Meeting 

 

Rooted in Christ,  
together we reach out to 

serve  
faithfully, love  
unconditionally,  
and grow  
joyfully. 

  

mailto:docken.mark@gmail.com
mailto:chatlutheran@msn.com
http://www.chatfieldlutheran.org
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The Bulletin Board  

International Meal and Justice will meet on Thursday, February 2nd.  The topic for this month will be 

human trafficking.  Please sign up on the rolling cart if you³re interested in attending. 

Congregational Annual meeting will be Sunday, Feb  5  at 9:00am.  What a great way to start out Super 

Sunday!! Major items of business will be elections, and plan for mission (budget),  

Cookie Sunday will be February 5th.  Please have cookies to the church by 11:30am. Ronald McDonald House 

can only accept store bought cookies now, so feel free to purchase them if you³re not able to bake.  They 

will be distributed to Ronald McDonald House, Gift of Life Transplant House, Dorothy Day House and Hope 

Lodge. It is greatly appreciated by all those who get to enjoy them.  Thanks again, WELCA! 

Y&F would like to do a tubing event at Ironwood Springs on February 12th at 3pm.  Please sign up on the 

rolling cart if interested in attending. 

Mom & Baby group will continue in February. Contact Pastor Nissa for more details 507-867-8010. 

(or suggestions of days/times that work for you!) 

 

RENEW-  Leadership Workshop Sunday, February 26, 2-4:30pm 

Zumbro Lutheran Church,  Rochester. This year³s theme for RENEW! is about the importance of engaging in 

focused conversations around difficult topics. Our goal is to equip congregations to faithfully follow Jesus 

through expanding and developing the skills that enable us to engage in crucial conversations around divisive 

issues in our congregation, communities, and personal relationships. Pastors are encouraged by the synod to 

bring their whole council and other lay leaders to this event! Congregations will experience what³s called a 

´focused conversationµ and will leave with resources, information, and inspiration.  

 

Root River Conference Assembly Sunday, February 26, 4:45-5:30pm,  Zumbro Lutheran Church, Rochester.   

We are seeking delegates to represent us at this assembly. If you are interested, contact Pastor Mark. 

 

International Women³s Day, Sunday, March 5.  

International Women³s day is a day dedicated to celebrating women³s achievements throughout history and 

across nations. On this day, the ELCA encourages support of the International Women Leaders initiative and 

sharing the impact, both future and present, on communities around the world. Here at Chatfield Lutheran 

we will be hosting 4 International Women Leaders attending Luther College in Decorah.  They are amazing 

young women. We are looking for host families to house them on Saturday night.  They will provide worship 

leadership on Sunday.  We will be receiving a special offering to support this initiative Invite friends to this 

important day. 

 

There is a sign up sheet for 2017 for making communion bread, if you³re able to help, please sign up.  

Thanks much! 

 

Give Kids A Smile event at Midwest Dental Chatfield, MN Friday, Feb 3. Providing dental care for children 

without insurance that do not have access to dental care. Cleanings, x-rays, fluoride treatments, as well as 

sealants and fillings at no cost to these families. Call 507-867-3550, ext 3 
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The Bulletin Board  

We are standing on our tip toes in anticipation!     2016 was a year of standing on our tip toes, 

laying the ground work for a burst of growth in service, love, and faithfulness.  We are now staffed for this 

growth with the addition of Pastor Nissa.  We continue to develop lay leadership through our committees 

and new members.  We have added much needed space that is accessible and conducive to an inviting and 

welcoming faith, caring service, and expressions of love.   We fine- tuned our Mission statement:  ́ Rooted in 

Christ, together we reach out to serve faithfully, love unconditionally, and grow joyfully.  Our growing 

ministry will be given direction and impetus by this mission statement.   And we established a strategic plan 

to move forward with this mission. 

We have a lot to be excited about as we stand on our tip toes and look into what God has in store for us in 

2017.  But we begin with THANKS!  Thanks for all your support and mutual ministry in 2016.  Your 

generosity transforms lives through worship and music, mission trips to Chicago and Puerto Rico,  family 

events like Advent Walks, Halloween parties, and Epiphany bonfires,  VBS,  weekly Sunday School,  

partnerships with Colombia and Campus Ministry, quilting, Bible study, TMT³s and confirmation, Peer 

Ministry and Wednesday coffee with youth, Stephen Ministry, Help Our Neighbors, Habitat for Humanity, 

Food Shelves, meals at caring facilities in Rochester, and so much more.  Our thankfulness puts us on our tip 

toes in anticipation of what God is up to in 2017 through CLC.  

Banner Committee.   We have designated banner boxes on the front wall of the sanctuary now.  We need to 

fill those banner boxes.  Anyone interested in serving on a banner committee to provide direction in creating 

and/or ordering banners please contact the church office 867-4721. Thanks! 

 

February...the love month, with hearts everywhere. We also hear about "broken"hearts. Christ gave his blood 

and love to save us, that we could have his grace and hope.  At Chatfield Lutheran Church we have Stephen 

Ministers who have the caring and hopefulness to listen to others with the love of Jesus.   

Call Mike Thieke 867-4819 if you care to have someone share Jesus's love with you...o.k.  

 

Bell Choir has practice on Wednesdays at 5:20.  Come and join a great musical group!!      

See if they ring your bell!!  

 

WANTED: The faithful quilting ladies of CLC could use some flat sheets that are in useable condition. 

Drop off at church if you are able to donate, thanks! 
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! 7ÏÒÄ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ .ÉÓÓÁ    

²Ƙȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ  

όƻǊ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΣ ƻǊ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎύ 

tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΣ ŘȅƛƴƎΣ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ   

ǳƴǝƭ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ     

ōƻǘƘŜǊέΣ ƻǊ ά̧ ƻǳ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ƳŜέΦ !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō- ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƧƻōΦ 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ с ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ όƻǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎύΥ 

мΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎΦ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

нΦ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΗ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǎΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ 

ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜπ

Ǝŀǝƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƊǎ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

оΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΗ ²Ŝ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ [ƛŦŜΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻƊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƛǎƻπ

ƭŀǝƴƎ ǳǎ- ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎΣ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƻǊ ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ! Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ȅƻǳΦ 

пΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΗ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƻƊŜƴ  ƛƴπ

ŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ  

рΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ [ƛŦŜΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜŘΣ ƻǊ 

ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊ 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜΦ 

сΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ Lǘ 

ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǊǊŀƴŘǎΣ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ  

DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ- Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƻƻΗ !ǘ ƻǳǊ 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻΥ 
  
ά/ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘϥǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜΦ {ƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƛƭƭǳǎƻǊȅ ƘƻǇŜΦ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ 
ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ DƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ !ƴŘ ōŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ 
ŦƻǊ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ 

 
²ƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭΣ ƻǳǊ ŘǳǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

ŘŜŜǇ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻũŜǊǎΦ 
 
tŜŀŎŜΣ   tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛǎǎŀ 
 
tŀǎǘƻǊ bƛǎǎŀΥ рлт-уст-улмл tŀǎǘƻǊ aŀǊƪΥ рлт-фно-мсфс 
όtǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜΗ ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǊƛǎŜǎΗύ 
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New Space, New Ministry, New Measurements 

We are moving into new space!  We have created this space because we want to 

move our ministry in new directions.  We want to grow our ministry in joy, service, 

and unconditional love.  New space will mean new way to transform lives from  fear 

to love, from despair to hope, from hate to kindness, from brokenness to justice, from 

isolation to community.  God has called us to the work of transforming livesð- and 

transforming our community and world.  

And so with this new space comes maybe some new measurements of how we  create 

and evaluate our ministry.  We ask such exciting questions as:  How many people are 

helped by  our members in a week/month.? Whatôs the value of  our congregationôs 

contribution to the local well being of the community?  How much of our energy is  externally focused.  How is 

our building a resource for the community? How do we witness to the community that God and Godôs mission is 

primary in our life and time decisions?   

We have some exciting decisions to make in the coming years as we engage a changing world with the living 

word of God.  However, our decisions are always based on the crucial decision of God to be for us.   In 2017 we 

are celebrating and studying Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism.  Please read the following summary of the First 

Commandment from ñFree to Beò by James Nestigen and Gerhard Forde. 

Godôs Decision 

God has made a decision about you. God made this decision knowing full well the kind of person you are. God 
comes straight out with it: ñI am the Lord your God.ò This is the decision: God has decided to be your God.  For 
God wants to be as close to you as your next breath, to be the one who gives you confidence and value, to open a 
future to you in the freedom of the Word of God.  God wants to be the one to whom you turn for whatever you 
need. 

God first announced this decision about you when you were baptized. When this God says, ñI am your God,ò you 
can expect this God to give you everything you need to live.   

With Godôs decision, you receive the freedom of forgiveness.  The God who has decided for you is the God who 
in Christ refuses to hold your past against you. 

Still thereôs more.  The God who has decided for you is the one who opened the grave the first Easter morning, 
the God who raises the dead. Godôs decision opens your future. Godôs decision grants you life, forgiveness, and 
resurrection.  You are free. 

But wait.  No matter how great and gracious Godôs decision is, there are two yous in you and one of your yous 
isnôt going to like this promise-not a bit.  It is the you born in each of us at birth, a selfish you who wants to go it 
alone.  It is the one in you that always wants its own way, who insists that you donôt owe anything to anyone.  
This you is often called the old Adam or Eve.  It is also called the old self or the old sinner in us.   

The other you is the one who makes the old you old.  It is the new you, a you called out by God at your Baptism, 
when God first promised to be your God. It is the you who will be what God made you to be: a believer, a  
neighbor-lover, one who cares for the earth. 
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The old selfôs favorite words are me, myself and I.  ñSo what,ò the old you says.  ñGod can make all the decision 
God wants to make, but Iôm in charge here.  Thereôs nothing I canôt handle.  Just leave me alone.  Gods are for the 
weak, those who canôt make it on their own. 

 

This is where the old you really starts to hit its stride.  The old you knows that is has not future, that it canôt make it 
along.  So it begins to run in counterfeits-things that give a sense of power or control or security but in the end 
canôt deliver.  These are called :idols.ò  They are not bad in themselves.  In facts, they are generally good when 
used properly.  But they turn bad when used for the old selfôs purposes.  

 

It is the old you in you and in each of us, a you who is bound to go it alone.  God has decided to put this you to 
death.  God wonôt be mocked or treated like isnôt going to let the earth become the old selfôs sewer. God says, Iôll 
make a new you of you, a you after my own heart. It is the you who fears, loves, and trusts God above anything 
else, the you God is creating anew.  

 

God is to be feared. There is a new you in you, a tenderhearted you whom God will move to awe, to reverence. 
God is after your love too. God has become lovable, in Christ, becoming a child in him and then taking on all the 
powers that the old sinner in us and death itself could unleash against him.  Thereôs a new you in you meant for 
this love. 

And God wants to be trusted.  God wants to be the one you call out to in a time of trouble.  

The old you doesnôt give up very easily. While the old you hangs on and the new you awaits completion , God has 
some commandments to hand out. God gives us a sense of what is most important, what matters from day to day.  
God gives some commandments, handing them down to keep the world in order for the word of promise.  The 
Commandments are given to keep the sinner in us under control until the word of Godôs decision for us takes hold 
and brings forth the new. 

 

Never one to miss an opportunity, the old self is ready to jump here.  ñWait a minute,ò it says.  ñYouôve got that 
wrong.  It works this way:  If I do Commandments, then God will give me the promises.  Iôve got to have a part in 
this too.ò 

Can you see the trick?  

If you have to do the Commandments to obtain the promise, Godôs decision for you isnôt worth much.  In fact, 
Christ was wasting his time.  Itôs all up to you.  

 

Catechism is the story of the death and birth: the death of the old that fights and struggles against God, your neigh-
bors, and the earth; the birth of the new you, born in the waters of Baptism and sustained in Godôs speaking 
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Chatfield Lutheran Church Executive Council Minutes 

January 16, 2017 

 

The January 16 meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Jennifer Frank.  Pastor Mark opened with  

devotions. 

 

Present:  Jennifer Frank, Butch Narveson, Kathy Halvorson, Gary Bren, Emily Sinn, Al Neis, Nancy Peter, Laure 

Maki, Alexis Berhow, Amanda Priebe, Pastor Nissa Peterson, Pastor Mark Docken 

 

Minutes from the December Executive Council were approved as written, with one change that the church dedication 

will be January 29, not January 31.   

 

Old Business:  

Building Construction Update: 

Interior building is nearing completion. 

Flooring has been laid in new addition.  Flooring in worship area will be installed soon. 

Appliances in the kitchen are being installed. 

Ceramic tile in bathrooms and wood flooring in altar area have been installed. 

Hope siding will be hung this winter and then painted in the spring. 

Concrete work on west side of building will be done in the spring as well as landscaping. 

Will take the final draw on our construction financing by January 31 and then will begin our mortgage 

payments of approximately $7500 per month. 

Church Dedication for Internal Space: 

Church dedication for interior space will be January 29.  Tiffany Strande will play violin during the  

dedication. 

Committee Reports: 

President ï no written report. 

Jennifer thanked everyone for their help/assistance this past year. 

Business Management ï as written. 

Gary Bren and possibly Mike Mesick will stay on the Business Management committee for an additional 

year.  Members of the committee feel like three year terms (rather than two years) would be  

 beneficial. 

Financial - As written. 

Thank you to all congregational members for your generosity. 

Treasurer ï As written. 

Year-to-date revenue:  $562,910 

Year-to-date expenses:  $686,187 

Education ï as written. 

Will be getting five new members starting in 2017.  This committee feels a three year membership would 

be beneficial; no decision made on changing current length of membership, which is a two year term. 

Making plans for Good Friday childrenôs service on April 14. 

Planning for Sunday School Teacher Appreciation sometime in April. 
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Property - as written. 

There was a sewer backup this month.  Thanks to Al Larson Plumbing and Heating as well as several  

congregational members for assisting with this problem. 

Ice dams continue to be an issue at the entrance door facing Root River Bank. 

Spiritual Life and Growth ï as written. 

Will be purchasing some new bibles using memorial money designated for the bibles. 

Stewardship ï no meeting in December. 

Worship ï as written. 

Youth Committee ï as written. 

Will go snow tubing on Feb 12 at Ironwood Christian Springs Ranch near Stewartville.  All families  

welcome; please sign up in the narthex.  Cost is $12 per person; children under four are free.  Youth  

committee will subsidize $6.00 of each personôs fee. 

Four students have submitted faith statements for college scholarships. 

Youth will bake cookies in January to serve during coffee hour between Sunday church services.  Free-will 

offerings from coffee hour go towards their Mission Trip fund. 

Pastor Mark ï as written. 

Burning of the greens after Christmas was enjoyed by everyone. 

Katie Aug, Ellen Grabau, and Bonnie OôReilly will be our congregational Mission interpreters.  They will 

be sharing with the congregation how our benevolence dollars are used throughout the ELCA. 

Life Touch (company we will use for new pictorial directory) has a mobile application available that al-

lows you to access the new pictorial directory once it is completed. 

Pastor Nissa ï no written report. 

New Momôs group ï will continue meeting in 2017. 

Continue making plans for this summerôs mission trip; will be serving Soup Suppers prior to the  

Wednesday evening Lenten services. 

Elissa Johnsrud and Jennifer Lange Collett from the Methodist Church are working on Vacation Bible 

School for 2017. 

The committee reports were approved. 

New Business: 

2017 Budget 

The 2017 proposed budget was approved by the Executive Council.  This budget will be presented to the 

congregation for approval at the annual meeting. 

Policy on Church Usage 

We continued discussions to revise our Building Use Policy for church and non-church members.  Gary 

Bren will speak with our insurance company regarding liability on this. 

2017 Annual Meeting 

Reviewed the agenda for the annual meeting scheduled on February 5 between services.  In addition to 

committee reports, construction updates, election of officers, and approving the 2017 budget, we will 

touch on the role of the Mission Interpreters, the upcoming Pictorial Directory, and the need for volun-

teers this spring to help with landscaping and other miscellaneous projects associated with the church 

addition.  We plan to apply for Thrivent Dollars to assist with some of the landscaping costs. 

Installation of New Officers 

Installation of new church officers will be held at both services on February 12. 

Pre-annual meeting forum will be held between services on January 22. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  Next meeting is February 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Halvorson 
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Construction Committee January Update 

As we ring in 2017 the interior of our building is nearing completion. The flooring is currently in progress 

with the vinyl in the kitchen, ceramic in the bathrooms, and the wood flooring on the altar platform com-

plete. The carpet is complete in the new addition and they now are in the process our replacing the carpet in 

the sanctuary, narthex, west entrance, and office hallway. The appliances are being installed in the kitchen 

and they look nice. The plumbers, electricians, and HVAC are doing their final installs and we expect most 

of the interior to be complete and functioning for our building dedication on January 29!  

Indications are that the exterior siding will be hung this winter and then painted in the spring. The siding 

does come prefinished and painting will get it to our desired color and cover up the fasteners. This spring we 

will have some concrete work to do on the west side of our building to connect existing sidewalks and up-

grade the west entry sidewalk and steps.  We will also have some landscaping projects that we will work 

through our Construction & Property Committees to complete in the spring. The Construction Committee is 

currently working with Vanman and our Business Management Committee to get accurate completion costs 

for the last phase of our project to allow us to take the final draw on our construction financing by January 

31, 2017. After this date, we will then enter into our mortgage loan with Root River State Bank. This loan will 

be guaranteed at 3.75% for 5 years with an anticipated value of $1.25-1.30 million amortized over 20 years 

equating to monthly payments in the range of $7400-$7700. We look forward to seeing everyone at the 

building dedication! 

 

  

   

  

  

.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention all healthcare providers and others interested in CPR classes. 

There will be 3 dates available for CPR classes.   

 Monday, February 6th at 8:30am,  CPR & First aid, cost is $75.   

 Monday, February 13th at 6:00pm, Healthcare provider only, cost is $40.   

 Friday, February 17th at 8:00am, CPR & AED (adult only), cost is $40.   

Each class has limited availability.  Please call Sue Kester at city hall at 867-4446 with questions or to register.   

If you aren³t able to attend any of these classes but are still interested, please contact Michell 867-4721. 

If we have enough interest, we will have our own class! 
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Youth and Family Ministry 
Youth Groups 

¶ TMTs (5th& 6 th graders) meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 3:15pm-4:30pm. 

¶ 7th graders meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 6pm 

¶ Confirmation (8th& 9 th graders) meets every Wednesday- dinner at 6pm, classes 6:30 to 7:45pm. We 

end each week with a short worship service· parents are welcome to come in and join us from 7:35-7:45! 

¶ Peer Ministry meets 1st Wednesday of the month. 

Upcoming Events: 

 
9Ǫ& ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ Á ÔÕÂÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÁÔ )ÒÏÎ×ÏÏÄ 3ÐÒÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρςÔÈ ÁÔ σÐÍȢ  
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÌÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÔ ÉÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ 

 
Mission Trip Meeting February 19, 4-6pm.  Come for a meal, team building, learning about 

the trip, and about Red Lake. Attendance is required for all mission trip participants! 

 

350%2.)'(4 ςπρφȡ  #ÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ ψÔÈ-ρςÔÈȦȦȦ   &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ σÒÄȟ ÔÏ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ 
-ÁÒÃÈ τÔÈȢ #ÏÍÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ,/43 ÏÆ &5.ȦȦȦ   -ÏÒÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ 
ÌÁÔÅÒȢ ɕɕ!ÄÕÌÔ ÃÈÁÐÅÒÏÎÅɉÓɊ ÁÒÅ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÏÃÃÕÒȦȦ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ .ÉÓÓÁ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ 
ÃÁÎ ÃÈÁÐÅÒÏÎÅȦ 4ÈÁÎËÓȦȦɕɕ 

 

Teaching your Children Generosity, while using Simply Giving .We want to model giving to our children so 

that they grow up with a pattern of giving firmly planted in their spirit.  So if you use simply giving, we 

suggest the following possibilities:   

1) Use the laminated green leaflet in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate indicating that you give 

through Simply Giving 

2) Use your offering envelope and write Simply Giving on the front of it  

3) Probably the best idea is to bring some cash with you to worship and place that in the offering plate as 

an additional act of worshipful giving.  This will witness most clearly to your children that you are giving to 

the Lord and you can share the joy that our children have in giving their ´noisy offering.µ 

    Thank you parents for bringing your children to the youth  

       events and supporting them on their faith journey!  
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&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ 7%,#! .Å×Ó  

 
   %ÓÔÈÅÒ #ÉÒÃÌÅ -ςÎÄ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÔ ωȡππÁ     -ÁÒÙȾ$ÅÂÏÒÁÈ-ςÎÄ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÔ ρȡσπÐ    
   (ÏÓÔÅÓÓȡ 'ÉÎÁ 4ÒÏÇÓÔÁÄ          (ÏÓÔÅÓÓȡ  %ÌÅÁÎÏÒ (ÉÎÚÍÁÎÎ 
   ,ÅÁÄÅÒȡ   'ÒÏÕÐ            ,ÅÁÄÅÒȡ 'ÒÏÕÐ 
 
   .ÁÏÍÉ #ÉÒÃÌÅ-ςÎÄ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÔ χȡππÐ    3ÁÒÁÈ #ÉÒÃÌÅ-ςÎÄ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÔ χȡππÐ 
   (ÏÓÔÅÓÓȡ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ            (ÏÓÔÅÓÓȡ .ÏÒÍÁ !ÁÒÓÖÏÌÄ 
   ,ÅÁÄÅÒȡ  ÇÒÏÕÐ            ,ÅÁÄÅÒȡ $ÅÂ &ÉÎÌÅÙ 
 
  
§ #ÏÏËÉÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ υÔÈȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÏËÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÂÙ ρρȡσπÁÍȢ 
 
§ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %,#! 4ÅÎÔÈ 4ÒÉÅÎÎÉÁÌ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ -ÉÎÎÅÁÐÏÌÉÓȟ -. ÉÎ ςπρχȢ 
  )Æ ÁÎÙ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÏÆ #ÈÁÔПÉÅÌÄ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÎȢ 
     0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ -ÉÃÈÅÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ψφχ-τχςρ ÏÒ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆПÉÃÅȢ 
 
§ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ 'ÒÏÕÐ ρ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ  'ÒÏÕÐ τ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÔÈÅ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȢ 
              
§ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÙ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7%,#! (ÁÎÄÂÏÏËȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ  -ÉÃÈÅÌÌ ÁÔ ψφχ-τχςρȢ 7Å ÎÅÅÄ    
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅȢ  4ÈÁÎËÓȦ 

§  
 
"ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÍÅÅÔÓ ×ÈÅÒÅȩ 4ÈÅ #ÈÁÔПÉÅÌÄ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ Á 2//- .!-).' #/.4%34Ȧ  7Å ×ÉÌÌ 

ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ͻÏÌÄ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎͻ ÒÏÏÍ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρωÔÈȢ !ÎÙ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ×ÅÌȤ

ÃÏÍÅȦ 3ÏÍÅ ÉÄÅÁÓ  ÓÏ ÆÁÒȡ  -/ÌÄȟ /ÌÄ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ  -,ÕÔÅПÉÓË ÌÁÉÒ    -2ÏÓÅÔÔÅ ÒÏÏÍ  -0ÁÓÔÏÒ -ÁÒËͻÓ ÓÅÃÒÅÔ 

ÈÉÄÅÏÕÔ 

/Î &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςπÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÖÏÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ τ ÎÁÍÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÉÎ 

7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ρωÔÈȦ  

"ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςφÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÖÏÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ τȦ 6ÏÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 

ÄÏÎÅ ÂÙ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÊÁÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÅÆÅÒȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÏÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ρψÔÈȟ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ 

ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÊÁÒ ×ÉÎÓȦ !ÌÌ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÔПÉÅÌÄ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÒÉÐȦ 

HON January CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
¶ Every Monday and Wednesday: Bone Builders Class, at 10:00 a.m., at St. Mary³s Catholic 

Church. 

¶ Last Friday of the month: Seasoned Seniors Potluck Lunch in the Senior Room at Chatfield City 

Hall, 21 2nd Street, SE. Social time is at 11:30 a.m. and lunch at Noon.   

¶ Every Tuesday and Thursday: Walking at Groen Park from 10:00am-11:00am. 

 
Help Our Neighbors is seeking volunteers to help with providing transportation and help with light household 

chores. If interested, contact Director Julie Fryer at 251-0520 or contact Pastor Mark at 923-1696 
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Those Leading Us in Worship  

    February 5th 
Musician:  Ruth Ann Lund/OTW  
 

2ÅÁÄÅÒ 
8:00   Al Dietz 
10:30  Elaine Cole 
 
Usher/Greeters 
8:00   Jason & Amy Jeffers 
10:30 Richard & Elaine Cole 
 
Communion Assistants 
8:00    Dean & Shelley Hilsman 
10:30  Chris & Karen Frye 
   
Acolytes 
8:00 Madison Ebnet & Devann Harris   
10:30 Brodey Ferguson & Chance Backer 
  
    February 12th 
Musician:  Tyler Simpson 
 
 Readers                                                                       
 8:00   Jean Easler 
10:30  Tiffany Strande 
                    
Usher/Greeters                                                         
 8:00   Ken & Arlyne Jacobson 
10:30   Jordan & Anne Jo Voorhees  
 
Communion Assistants 
8:00    Candy Hobbs & Bonnie OôReilly 
10:30   Kyra Dokken & Megan Hopp 
  
Acolytes 
8:00 Madison Ebnet & Devann Harris 
10:30 Brodey Ferguson & Chance Backer 
 
 
     
     

    February 19th 
Musician:  Ruth Ann Lund/OTW 
 
 Readers                                                                       
 8:00   Judy Sogla  
10:30  Mike Thieke  
                    
Usher/Greeters                                                         
 8:00  Dick & Darlene Aske, Allyson & Carson 
10:30  Hopp Family 
 
Communion Assistants 
8:00 Al & Tammy Neis 
10:30   Richard & Elaine Cole 
  
Acolytes 
8:00 Madison Ebnet & Breya Kobs 
10:30 Brodey Ferguson & Chance Backer 
 
    February 26th 
Musician:  Tyler Simpson 
 
Readers                                                                   
 8:00  VaLois Wilbur 
 10:30 Elissa Johnsrud 
 
Usher/Greeters                                  
8:00   Dick & Darlene Aske  
10:30 Larry & Becky Rabe 
 
 Communion Assistants                                          
8:00   Jerry & Elsie Narveson 
10:30 Kathy Halvorson & Sara Chase  
 
Acolytes 
8:00 Madison Ebnet & Breya Kobs 
10:30 Brodey Ferguson & Chance Backer 
      
  
 
 
  
   

(ÁÐÐÙ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÔÏ  

ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ  ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ  

ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙÓ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȦ 
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Article from the Winter 2017 River Crossings magazine published by the Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the 

ELCA. The article may be found online at http://semnsynod.org/news-and-events/river-crossings/ 
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