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Ministry Staff 
 
Pastor Mark Docken  
507-923-1696 
Email:docken.mark@gmail.com 
 
Pastor Nissa Peterson 
507-867-8010 
E-mail: nissachatluth@gmail.com  
  

WORSHIP 

Continue to watch email for YouTube recordings of worship 
You can usually just browse for ñChatfield Lutheran Church Youtube and you will find the 
worship service video 

Please virtually join us for Live worship on Sundays at 10:00 AM on Zoom.   

Members of the congregation will assist leading in worship and you will be able to share in wor-
ship responses as provided on screen. "We have built a house (internet screen presence) where 
love can dwell....all are welcome." 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89522849408?pwd=TkQ1eXhxaG1lSC9aQUFyenlody9TUT09 
Meeting ID: 895 2284 9408         Password: 503649 

CCTV continues to air worship services on Sunday morning and Wed evenings at 6pm 
 
FAITH CONVERSATION/STUDY 
Facebook opportunities are available on Tuesday and Thursday evenings with two different facebook groups.  
Tuesday: Christ Centered Mindfulness        
https://www.facebook.com/groups/535573687141190/?source_id=166983550313592 
 
Thursdays with Pastor Nissa: Varying topics, including vulnerability, community, and prayer.  Join via the ñChat Luth 
Online Bible Studyò Facebook group. 

 
 
Congratulations to the 2020 seniors. Godôs blessing to you as you enter a new 
chapter in your life. Teagan Allen, Chance Backer, Carlie Berge, Nate Bernard, 
Sabina Boettcher, McKenna Daniels, Silja Erickson, Brodey Ferguson, Jonathan 
Frank, Devann Harris, Sarah Hopp, Hunter Johnston,Beatrice Martin, Jake 
Mueller, Riley Mulhern, Ben Muller, Erin Spelhaug, Samuel Stevens, Kaiya 
Walker, Ann Warren, and Tedon Zimmerman 
 

We are going to have a senior recognition in the church parking lot on May 17th from 10-10:30. Seniors will 
park their cars in the lot and stand by their car, congregation can drive through parking lot to honk and wave.  
  
Scholarship applications need to be turned into the church office by May 10th.  Thanks!! 
 
Pastor Mark has a Blog on Hope    markdocken.wordpress.com/blog/  
 
Note resources for Bible study, home worship, etc in this newsletter 
 
RITE OF CONFIRMATION is postponed until Sunday, October4th. 
 
Godôs blessing upon Lexus Broadwater and Alex Walk who were married on April 17. 
 
Thank you from the quilters for the yarn, material and sheets that mysteriously show up from time to time.  It is very 
thoughtful of people to donate items for this great mission that our quilters are doing. 
 
 

CHATFIELD LUTHERAN CHURCH MAY 2020 

Administrative Assistant 
Michell Hovelson 
507-867-4721 
Email:chatlutheran@gmail.com 
Office Hours:  8:00-3:30 
 
Website: www.chatfieldlutheran.org 
Facebook: Chatfield Lutheran 

mailto:docken.mark@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89522849408?pwd=TkQ1eXhxaG1lSC9aQUFyenlody9TUT09
mailto:chatlutheran@msn.com
http://www.chatfieldlutheran.org
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AT HOME WORSHIP 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
  
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
(A moment of silence to reflect on your sins.) 
Gracious God, have mercy on us. 
We confess that we have turned away from you, 
knowingly and unknowingly. 
We have wandered from your resurrection life. 
We have strayed from your love for all people. 
Turn us back to you, O God. 
Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
that we may find what is pleasing to you 
and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 
 
This is good news for us: God turns to you in love. 
ñI will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,ò says our God. 
All your sin is forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of Godôs grace for 
you. Amen. 
  
HYMN  
Sing a song, watch a video of a song, or read one of the Psalms. 
  
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Lord Jesus, you come to us when we worship, no matter where we are or who we are with. Be with me 
as I worship today! Speak your word to me, challenge me to service, and teach me how to share your 
love with the world. In Jesusô name, Amen.  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

In worship we typically read two readings: one from the Gospel, and one from the Old Testament or the 
letters of Paul. Select two or more Bible readings to read today. 

  

REFLECTION 

Spend some time talking with someone, or writing, or otherwise reflecting about the scripture readings. 
Consider questions such as: 

-Where do I see Godôs love in this reading? 

-What might this reading have to do with my life today? 

-How is this reading challenging me to follow Jesus in my life?    

 HYMN  

Sing a song, watch a video of a song, or read one of the Psalms.          
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AT HOME WORSHIP CONTINUED 

APOSTLEôS CREED      

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, Godôs only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

    the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Share any prayers you have for: 
-The church: our congregation, the church around the world, people worshipping at home 
-The world: places in conflict, places facing financial stress, places fighting pandemic 
-The Earth: plants, animals, soil, water, air. All who care for the earth 
-People: family, friends, church members. Those facing illness, poverty, grief, or struggle 
-Occasions: Celebrations, funerals, remembrances, or other events in your own or the communityôs  

   life 
-Things you ask of God 
-Things you thank God for 
  
SHARING THE PEACE 
Share the peace with any in your home. Consider calling a friend or loved one to share peace with  

   them, too! 
  
GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
The offering is an act of worship! Your continued offering while we cannot be together helps support  

   the church in our ongoing ministry. Mailing in your offering or giving online help us to continue   
   Godôs work in this place! Thank you! 

  
LORDôS PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lordôs face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 
    
Go in peace, Serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
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!ǳǘƻƳŀǝŎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳΥ  
In support and thanksgiving for the ministry of Chatfield Lutheran Church: 
I/We plan to give the following per week/month/year for the coming year. 
For Current Ministry and Mission Support and Benevolence $__________ 
For the Building Fund                                                                          $__________ 
Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
This commitment can be changed at any time. 

SIMPLY GIVING   MEMBER ENROLLMENT and AUTHORIZATION FORM (if you so choose) 

Electronic Fund Transfer for contributions to Chatfield Lutheran Church 
Check the appropriate box:  
____ New enrollment/authorization ____ Change in bank account ____Change in authorized amount 
Last Name _____________________________________________First Name 
__________________________________M.I. ____ 
Home phone____________________Workphone __________________________ Cell phone ___________________  
Donations/payments should be taken from:  
_____Checking (attach a voided check)______Savings (attach a savings deposit slip)  
Routing Number ___________________________ Account Number ___________________________ 
REQUIRED:   
I authorize Vanco Services, LLC to automatically withdraw donations/ payments from my account.   
Account Holder Signature ______________________________________ Date ________________________  
* ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK OR SAVINGS DEPOSIT SLIP FOR A NEW ENROLLMENT OR CHANGE IN BANK AC-
COUNT ONLY 
Frequency of Donation: (Please check only one)  
Semi-monthly (transferred on 1st and 15thof each month) Monthly on the 1st, Monthly on the 15th  
Church Fund Designations:  Amount Per Donation 
Current Expenses  $ ____________ Building Fund $ _____________TOTAL AMOUNT $ _______________(min $5)   
Date of First Donation ______________________________  
 

Pastor Mark and Pastor Nissa want to support you in your faith life and worship experience,  
even from afar! Please contact us with any: 
 

-Questions that arose during your worship 
-Request for further help or resources for worship 
-Stories of how your worship went 
-Prayer requests 
 

Pastor Mark: 507-923-1696 
Pastor Nissa: 507-867-8010 
 
Voicemail at the church is checked regularly, as well. Please call with any needs! 507-867-4721 

           Youth and Family Ministry 

 

#ÏÎПÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÎПÉÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÓ 0ÏÓÔȤ

ÐÏÎÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ τÔÈȢ  

ωÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓȡ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÐÉÃË ÕÐ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔ  

ÔÏ×ÅÌ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅȢ  

-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÐ ςπςπ  4ÈÅ .ÁÓÈÖÉÌÌÅ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÐ ÉÓ 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄȢ 9ÏÕÔÈ7ÏÒËÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ 
ÔÒÉÐÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔȢ 
 

)Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÈÁÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ .ÉÓÓÁ !3!0Ȧ /ÖÅÒÁÌÌ ÔÒÉÐ 
ÃÏÓÔ ÉÓ ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ Á 9ÏÕÔÈ7ÏÒËÓ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÄÒÏÐȢ 

6"3 #ÏÒÎÅÒ  6ÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
ÐÏÓÔÐÏÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ./4 ÈÁÐÐÅÎ *ÕÎÅ ρ-τȢ &ÕÒȤ
ÔÈÅÒ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÏÒÔ 
ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ 
ÁÓ ÓÏÏÎ ÁÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÏÕÒ ÆÒÕÉÔȤ
ÆÕÌ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ #5-# ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÏÕÒ ÙÏÕÔÈ 
ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ  

#ÁÍÐ ÁÔ (ÏÍÅ 'ÏÏÄ %ÁÒÔÈ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅ ÉÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ 
ÓÏÍÅ Ȱ#ÁÍÐ ÁÔ (ÏÍÅȱ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÅÎȤ
ÇÁÇÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÁÍÐ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ 3ÔÁÙ ÔÕÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÈÁÒÅÄȦ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ 0ÁÓÔÏÒ .ÉÓÓÁ ÉÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÁËÅ Á ÃÁÍÐ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÖÉÄÅÏȦ 

The youth will be having Roadside cleanup on Saturday, May 9th at 10:00am.  Please meet in the church parking lot.  We will 

also be sending out a sign up.  We will practice social distancing while doing this event. 
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 God teaches us in this ñWilderness Schoolò 

This time of quarantine reminds me of the Bible story of the Israelites wan-

dering in the wilderness. Just like the Israelites, we find ourselves in unfamil-

iar territory, not knowing how long we will be here, angry at God for ending 

up here, and fighting amongst ourselves as we try to figure it all out. 

Dan Erlander tells this story about the Israelites in the wilderness by calling it ñWilderness Schoolò.  While 

the Israelites wandered, God taught them important lessons about how to be Godôs people, so once they 

got to the promised land they would know how to get along and live kindly together. 

The wilderness school used manna as a teaching tool. Manna was a white flaky powder that showed up on 

the grass each morning– the main source of food for the Israelites in this wilderness time. They would col-

lect manna each day to eat. God used this manna to teach them about how to live as Godôs people. 

There were 3 main lessons God tried to teach the Israelites during their sojourn in the wilderness: 

1. God gives manna for all people! Every day people gathered enough manna for their household. They 

found exactly as much as they needed– no more, no less. Through this, they learned that God provides 

everything to us. We need to trust in God, not ourselves, for our daily bread. God gives everyone man-

na– not just the rich or important or deserving. 

2. Hoarding stinks! If anyone tried to keep extra manna, it would literally rot and smell terrible. God wanted 

the people to turn away from habits of accumulating, hoarding, and keeping stuff for ourselves that 

would benefit the whole community. 

3. The Sabbath is a gift! On the 7th day, there was no manna. So on the 6th day they collected two daysô 

worth. Through having a day off of manna collecting, God showed the people that a day of rest was re-

ally important! On this day of rest we got to celebrate and experience the wonders of friendship with 

God, with others, and with creation. 

God teaches us these same lessons in our wilderness/quarantine journey! 

1. God gives enough for everyone! Everything we have is a gift from God! We see more now than ever 

that our own work or óworthinessô donôt define who deserves money, work, or food. We all need food, 

and God provides for all of us, no matter what! 

2. Hoarding stinks! Weôve all felt the affects of the people who are hoarding supplies. When we go to the 

store and canôt get the toilet paper, groceries, or supplies we need, we know itôs in part because other 

people have taken too much– and it stinks! Hopefully we respond by buying only what we need, so oth-

ers also have access to their needs, too. 

3. The Sabbath is a gift! When you work from home, itôs hard to separate óworkô from óhomeô. People are 

on duty as parents, teachers, cooks, and entertainers 24/7. But we all need a break! When we take time 

to nap, play, rest, or do a hobby, we find relief in being able to connect with ourselves, our loved ones, 

and with God. Rest is a gift that benefits all of us! 

What  wilderness lessons have you seen in your life during this time of quarantine? Iôd love to hear about it! 

   Peace, Pastor Nissa 
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      From Pastor Mark  ñThe other side of the resurrectionò 

 

 

Joshua 3:4 ñWe have not passed this way beforeéò. This present moment is a path we have not taken 
before, but Godôs people have (Joseph, Moses, Ruth, Jesus, Road to Emmaus). So this is a time that the 
Holy Spirit joins our story to the story of Godôs people so that we might receive their gifts of the assurance of 
Godôs presence, call to faithfulness, remembrance of Godôs promises, and trusting prayer. Godôs Word is still 
preached, pastoral care continues, prayers flow, peace is shared, alleluias are shouted, faith and hope perse-
vere. It takes place through means that honor physically distance, but our Beloved community of faith contin-
ues to be the Body of Christ in the world. 

Many have described this time as one of sacred waiting. Bishop Hassanally wrote the following to me in re-
sponse to an inquiry I posed about our present circumstances: ñWhat can we learn about ourselves and the 
nearness of God as we sit in a moment of global anxiety and suffering? What lessons can be learned here? 
Where do we see God at work here because we are willing to remain in this wilderness place? 

Let me suggest the following feeble responses to these fruitful questions? 

We are learning how exceeding fragile we are when creation does wrong. We sense our fragileness and 
our total dependence on a God who is always near. We have a God who loved us into our fragility and loved 
us so much that God took our fragility into himself in Jesus. We have a God who went to the cross to assure 
us that God is with us at the point of our greatest need. And because of the resurrection and Godôs defeat of 
all that would seek to defeat us, we can practice gratitude in the face of fragility. You and I are so very pre-
cious-- to each other and to God We thank God for each other. We practice compassion for ourselves and for 
others in that fragileness and truly know that we are in this together.  

And we learn how exceeding fragile creation itself is. The coronavirus pandemic along with cata-
strophic fires in the Amazon and in Australia and extreme droughts and flooding reminds us that when nature 
goes wrong, there is no quick fix and we become very vulnerable. We are called to be caretakers/stewards of 
Godôs creation. Its fragileness is part of its preciousness. But it is also certainly a challenge to us to  treasure 
its preciousness and do what we can to care for and mend the damage we impose on creation. God does not 
will the pandemic or the fires, but maybe God is willing us to see the warning signs of our neglect of creation 
and is calling us to repentance. 

Let us not rush into ñsolutionsò and a ñnew normal.ò Let us use this as a time of sacred waiting. (several re-
sources for this waiting are part of this monthôs newsletter) God does not will such times like this, but maybe 
God is using this time to call us not to a new normal, but to something brand new. Maybe God is calling us to 
a new lifestyle of compassion that sees the preciousness of all people. Maybe God is calling us to a new life-
style of rest. Maybe God is calling us to a new lifestyle of sustainability and not consumption. We are in a 
time of Good Friday. What could the other side of the resurrection look like?   
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     Bible Study for a Quiet Mind and Peace in midst of Crisis; Philippians 4 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice.  

What gives you joy?  Name 10 things that give you joy. 

The divine gift of joy is not based on that which is temporary. Divine joy is based on the 
sure love of God. To solely depend on Godôs love as our source of joy is difficult when 
we are ñtrainedò by the world to be overly attached to that which is temporary.  

Name moments when you have experienced joy in Godôs love. 

The Lord is near.  

When have you experienced God near to you? When have you experienced God as distant from you? In both        
 experiences, God is living in us and for us.  

When the Word became flesh in Jesus, we were given the eyes to see that God is present in all of creation, at all times 
and all places. The Lord does not have to ñdecideò to enter our lives; the Lord is always present, even though it may be 
hidden. As Jesus said: ñI am with you always.ò 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 

Name things very ñinsignificantò that you usually donôt bring to God 

Name something that weighs very heavy on your heart right now 

God wants us to bring EVERYTHING to God in prayer. In prayer, God joins our worries with the gift of gratitude. Be-
cause God is with us always and because God can redeem even the cross and make it a gateway to eternal life, we can 
be grateful for all things. All things are occasions to be present to Godôs present and gracious love and to share that 
love with others.  That is a hard place to arrive, but Jesus says, ñfollow me.ò Gratitude is an act of submission.  

 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 What does this mean to you: There is no way to peace, peace is the way? 

         There are no 5 easy steps to peace. Peace is not a destination; peace is a way to be.  Peace is to have our hearts 
and minds IN CHRIST JESUS. It is to die to that which we can lose, and live into that which cannot be taken from us-
the love of God.  May God grant us moments of such peace.  

Spiritual Resources for a Time such as This 

Embrace your fear. Name your fear. What is it that you are afraid of? Start out with one fear.  
Trust that even in your greatest fear, you are held in Godôs love even if it is hidden. 

Accept uncertainty.  Although we try to deny it, to be human is to be in a life that is fragile and 
uncertain.  ñWe are dust.ò But as we accept the uncertainty of our existence, we enter more deep-
ly into the certainty of Gods continual loving us into existence, now and forever. ñWe are a child 
of God, now and forever.ò 

Nourish positive emotions. As we read in Philippian 4:  ñFinally beloved, whatever is true, what-
ever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, think about these things.ò 

Take a respite from negativity. Following the news day after day, 24/7 can induce a feeling of depression and help-
lessness. Taking a respite from the constant negativity of the world scene and rest in the good news of Easter. Christ is 
Risen Alleluia ñPeace be with youò 

Receive what comes.  As you sit quietly, you may want to open your hands, turning the palms upward, remaining in 
silence. The open palms indicate your acceptance. Whatever will come, you will receive it. Whatever happens tomor-
row, there you will discover God's presence.  

See that life is good.  ñSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever ''  
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As You Practice Physical Distancing and If You Are Quarantined 

Bless your house.  If you are going to be spending more time in your home because     
of physical distancing or quarantines, make your house feel special by doing a  bless-
ing ceremony. Enter each room and bless the activities that happen there. (Bless the 
cooking, sleeping, screen time) 

Appreciate the things around you. The objects, tools, and appliances in your home 
will come in handy during an extended stay there.  

Listen to music.  

Work with loneliness. At times we can feel lonely, abandoned, unloved. Bring to mind someone who has offered you 
unconditional love sometime in you life. See that person and hold them in your consciousness for a few moments. 

Dwell in grateful joy. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice Let you gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your re-
quests be known to God.ò Philippians 4 

 

SEEING GODôS PRESENCE in OUR LIFE 

A great way to pray is to look for Godôs presence in your life. More 
than 400 years ago St. Ignatius Loyola encouraged prayer-filled    
mindfulness by proposing what has been called the Daily Examen. 
The Examen is a technique of prayerful reflection on the events of the 
day in order to detect Godôs presence and to discern his direction for 
us. Try this version of Examen. 

 

1. Become aware of Godôs presence. Look back on the events of the day in the company of the Holy Spirit. The day may 
seem confusing to youða blur, a jumble, a muddle. Ask God to bring clarity and understanding. 

2. Review the day with gratitude. Gratitude is the foundation of our relationship with God. Walk through your day in the 
presence of God and note its joys and delights. Focus on the dayôs gifts. Look at the work you did, the people you inter-
acted with. What did you receive from these people? What did you give them? Pay attention to small thingsðthe food 
you ate, the sights you saw, and other seemingly small pleasures. God is in the details. 

3. Pay attention to your emotions. One of St. Ignatiusôs great insights was that we detect the presence of the Spirit of 
God in the movements of our emotions. Reflect on the feelings you experienced during the day. Boredom? Elation? Re-
sentment? Compassion? Anger? Confidence? What is God saying through these feelings? 

God will most likely show you some ways that you fell short. Make note of these sins and faults. But look deeply for 
other implications. Does a feeling of frustration perhaps mean that God wants you consider a new direction in some area 
of your work? Are you concerned about a friend? Perhaps you should reach out to her in some way. 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it. Ask the Holy Spirit to direct you to something during the day that God 
thinks is particularly important. It may involve a feelingðpositive or negative. It may be a significant encounter with 
another person or a vivid moment of pleasure or peace. Or it may be something that seems rather insignificant. Look at 
it. Pray about it. Allow the prayer to arise spontaneously from your heartðwhether intercession, praise, repentance, or 
gratitude. 

5. Look toward tomorrow. Ask God to give you light for tomorrowôs challenges. Pay attention to the feelings that sur-
face as you survey whatôs coming up. Are you doubtful? Cheerful? Apprehensive? Full of delighted anticipation? Allow 
these feelings to turn into prayer. Seek Godôs guidance. Ask him for help and understanding. Pray for hope. 

St. Ignatius encouraged people to talk to Jesus like a friend. End the Daily Examen with a conversation with Jesus. Ask 
forgiveness for your sins. Ask for his protection and help. Ask for his wisdom about the questions you have and the 
problems you face. Do all this in the spirit of gratitude. Your life is a gift, and it is adorned with gifts from God. End the 
Daily Examen with the Lordôs Prayer. 



 

       9 

Chatfield Lutheran Church Executive Council Minutes 

April 20, 2020  

The April 20 Zoom meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President Laure Maki.  Pastor Mark opened with devo-

tions. 

Present:  Laure Maki, Mark Johnsrud, Kim Novotny, Butch Narveson, Kathy Halvorson, Lee Novotny, April 

McBroom, Dale Timm, Lisa Bradt, Greg Schaitel, Vicki Dietz, Barb Bernard, Pastor Nissa Peterson, Pastor Mark 

Docken 

 

Minutes from the March Executive Council were approved as written. 

 

Old Business: 

Payroll Protection Plan ï Lee Novotny, Shelly Hilsman and Michell Hovelson prepared and submitted the forms to 

F & M Bank for the Payroll Protection Program.  We have received approximately $50,000.  Seventy-five per-

cent of this must be used for payroll, the balance can be used for utilities and mortgage interest.  The loan will 

be forgiven if we retain all employees at their full salary for the eight weeks following the loan. 

 

Committee Reports: 

President ï as written 

Laure called a special meeting of the Personnel Committee on April 2 to discuss our financial situation and 

staffing.  The Committee unanimously approved a motion to apply for the Payroll Protection Program. 

Business Management ï as written. 

Renewed our church insurance with Grinnell Mutual through the Helland Agency. 

Brayonna received a quote from HBC for phone/internet, which appears to be cheaper and provide better 

service than CenturyLink.  Business Management will collect additional information and review that at 

the next meeting. 

Motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved to begin a lease with Loffler for a new copy machine/

printing arrangement. 

Due to the increased need for recordings, there was a need for a small upgrade with Sim Sound to the way 

sound is recorded.  The Business Management will use about $500 of Memorial Fund money to pay this 

expense. 

Business Management unanimously approved to recommend the Executive Council approve a contribution 

from Chatfield Lutheran to Root Prairie for an amount equal to 17% of the monthly contract price paid 

by Root Prairie for the next two months. 

Financial - as written. 

Treasurer ï as written. 

Year-to-date revenue:  $127,075.29 (includes Root Prairie & corner rental income). 

Year-to-date expenses:  $114,848.18. 

Motion made, seconded, and unanimously approved that the Executive Council wishes to express a 

special thanks to the congregation for their continued financial support through this coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Education ï no written report; did not meet in April. 

Property ï no written report; did not meet in April. 

The water shut-off valve was located. 

Shampooing the basement carpet is still on the to-do list. 

Will look into tilling and re-seeding the ground behind the rental property that previously held the commu-

nity garden.  It is over-run by creeping charlie and other weeds.  Will also till around the storage shed 

and re-seed that area.  Will use a Thrivent card to pay for those supplies and to buy mulch to spread be-

side the front entry. 
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 The retention pond needs to be cleaned out so that it drains properly. 

Leaves around church sign and on Fillmore side of the church need to be cleaned up.  Will look for volun-

teers to help with the above projects and with other projects as they are identified. 

Spiritual Life and Growth ï no written report; did not meet. 

Stewardship ï as written 

Discussed how to be stewards of personal and community health. 

Discussion on what changes to consider when we are able to have regular Sunday services again. 

Worship ï no written report; did not meet. 

Youth & Family Committee ï no written report; did not meet. 

The Mission Trip to Nashville scheduled for the end of July has not been cancelled yet.  Youth Works has 

reduced the price of the trip by $40 per participant. 

Pastor Mark ï as written. 

These past weeks have been a time of uncertainty and anxiety; nevertheless, Godôs work is still being 

done, and we give thanks for the support of our congregation. 

We are recording Sunday worship services.  They are available through Facebook and YouTube.  They are 

also available on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. on CCTV. 

Lenten, Holy Week and Easter Sunday services were recorded. 

Confirmation ñhome visitsò via the phone are continuing with the students as they work on their faith state-

ments. 

We will have a Zoom session every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. to discuss the Scripture lesson for the 

day. 

Pastor Nissa ï As written.  

Pastor Nissa and Pastor Mark continue working on different styles and methods to make sure worship is 

accessible, engaging, and meaningful for both congregations. 

Both Pastor Nissa and Pastor Mark have been reaching out to all members of both Chatfield Lutheran and 

Root Prairie. 

Vacation Bible School in June has been cancelled. 

The Confirmation service has been moved to October 4. 

The committee reports were approved. 

 

New Business 

A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved to make a contribution to Root Prairie for $500.00 per 

month for the next two months.  This contribution is directly related to the amount of money Chatfield Luther-

an received from the Payroll Protection Plan. 

Discussion was held on how our congregation will transition to having regular Sunday worship services again. 

Whatever the plan, we will practice social distancing to begin with to ensure everyoneôs safety. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  Next meeting is May 18, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Halvorson 
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         Why aren't we having holy communion right now? 

Following the recommendation of the ELCA's Presiding Bishop Eaton, we have held a ñfastò from Holy Communion 
during this time of sheltering in place due to the pandemic, instead of trying to have it as a drive-through option or in 
individual homes through the internet. 

The short answer to "why aren't we having communion right now?" is that Holy Communion is a Community meal. 
And since we are asked not to gather in shared physical space, it is hard to experience community. Holy Communion is 
an intimate encounter with the crucified and living Christ set within the context of the gathered Body of Christ. The 
real presence of each person, ñin the flesh,ò receiving the real presence of Christ, ñin the fleshò of bread and wine is 
important. 

Holy Communion is the creation of the Body of Christ both in the elements of bread and wine and in the gathered    
believers.  Holy Communion is the celebration of Godôs bodily presence in Jesus and so we take our bodily presence 
with and for each other very seriously. To separate the bread and wine from the shared community could begin to treat 
the elements as ñmagic,ò and our receiving of them as too individualistic. Even when we have home communion, we 
see it as an extension of Holy Communion celebrated in worship. 

As much and as deeply as we hunger for this blessed gift, let us remain in this ñwilderness placeò of fasting. Let us not 
rush into temporary solutions, but instead let us linger in the hunger and trust that God will speak to us. Let us trust 
that through this fast God will teach us about ourselves and our calling to be Church in this time and place.  

Bishop Hassanally of our SE MN Synod writes:  

ñFasting allows us to reflect on that which we long for, to ask ourselves what our longing is really about, and to 
wonder about our desire to have something in the midst of fasting. " 

So in this time of fasting and longing for communion, we can work to encounter Jesus in our daily lives. We can pon-
der: what is it that we value about a Christian community gathered around Word and Sacrament? How do we nurture 
our community? What does our society truly hungry for, and how can our church community feed that hunger? 

Therefore, we will continue to refrain from celebrating Holy Communion for the time being. If we are unable to safely 
gather for a longer extended period of time, we may need to reconsider and try some options even with their shortcom-
ings and challenges.  Until then, here are some things that can help us weather this time of fasting: 

¶ Memories of times when Holy Communion happened only four times a year. 

¶ The centrality and gift of God's Word. We encourage Bible reading, devotional reading, and diving into God's 
Word through worship online, on TV, or as a family. 

¶ Pay attention to the presence of God's love in Christ all around us. 

¶ Live out Christ's presence in our lives through service, prayer, and worship. 

It is our hope that we will be able to gather (with distancing of 6 feet) in the not too distant future. When we do, we 
may need to modify our worship to ensure a safe number of people. 

The Worship Committee will reconsider this on a monthly basis and invites your feedback. We will want to be sure we 
can distribute safely. In the meantime, please call the pastors by phone for any pastoral care.  
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